It’s Greek To Me…Umm, Not Really

Upon concluding our extensive study of Greek Mythology, Culture, and the quintessential tragedy, Oedipus Rex, your final task will be to identify a contemporary tragic hero, research their life and ultimate downfall and record your findings in a multi-paragraph essay.
Step I: Identify a modern day tragic hero.  Your selection can include both real and fictitious individuals.  Feel free to draw from the past as long ago as the renaissance and as current as today. Here are a few suggestions to get your creative juices flowing:

· Bill Clinton

· Romeo Montague

· Kobe Bryant

· Barry Bonds

· Anakin Skywalker

· Justin Bieber

· Michael Vick

· Joan of Arc

· OJ Simpson

· Tiger Woods

· Beowulf

My tragic hero is:

Step II: Test your tragic hero.  Use the chart below to “test” your tragic hero ensuring that he or she meets the requirements of the archetype based on Aristotle’s guidelines.  Your individual should have AT LEAST FOUR or the six traits.
	Trait
	Example

	Usually of noble birth/noble stature


	

	The tragic hero has a tragic flaw- pride, ambition, greed, selfishness, etc.


	

	Their tragic flaw eventually leads to his/her downfall.


	

	The tragic hero has a “moment of enlightenment”. He/she finally understands what he/she has done wrong—how he/she contributed to the tragic situation.


	

	The story often ends with the honorable death of the tragic hero. In this case, it can be a death of a career, political office, etc.

	

	The audience must feel pity and fear for this character

	


Step III: Drafting.  Using the graphic organizer below, compose a rough draft/outline for your multi-paragraph essay.  Please note that although most academic argumentative essays follow a 5-6 paragraph format, the minimum number of paragraphs required is THREE.



Step IV: Final Draft/Revision
Although you are required to submit a total of (3) paragraphs for this essay, you can continue to elaborate on your examination and analysis with additional paragraphs.

Final drafts need to be shared with Mrs. Daly and Ms. Breece via Google docs.  Please see the attached rubric for specific grading criteria.

Modern Day Tragic Hero Essay

Rubric

	Trait
	Comments
	Score

	Introduction

There is a well-developed 

introduction with an 

attention grabber that 

grabs the reader’s interest. The

thesis statement 

clearly states the subject, the authors opinion and has room for development  throughout the essay .


	
	                          /20

	Evidence

Well developed main 

points that relate directly to the thesis. Supporting 

examples are concrete and 

detailed. 


	
	                         /20



	Mechanics

Punctuation, spelling, and 

capitalization are all 

correct. No run-on, comma slice or sentence fragments


	
	                       /10

	
	
	Total Score:

                           /50


Paragraph #1:


Introduce your tragic hero OR the concept of the tragic hero archetype with a quote related to a tragic flaw.





Quote:














Follow up sentence explaining the quote and how it relates to the individual.


Follow Up Sentence:




















Thesis Statement- Draft a sentence that includes�


1) The subject


2) Your attitude about the subject


3) Your opinion about the subject


4) Room for development





Example:


Although Janis Joplin did not hail from a wealthy or prominent family, because her untimely death was brought about by her excessive drug use as well as her fans, past and present, experiencing the devastation of her passing, Joplin is an excellent example of a modern day tragic hero.








Thesis:





Paragraph #2:


In this paragraph, provide specific details and evidence that qualifies  your individual to be a modern day tragic hero.





Trait: Usually of noble birth/noble stature














Trait: The tragic hero has a tragic flaw- pride, ambition, greed, selfishness, etc.

















Trait: Their tragic flaw eventually leads to his/her downfall.

















Trait: The tragic hero has a “moment of enlightenment”. He/she finally understands what he/she has done wrong—how he/she contributed to the tragic situation.




















Trait: The story often ends with the honorable death of the tragic hero. In this case, it can be a death of a career, political office, etc.

















Trait: The audience must feel pity and fear for this character




















Paragraph #3:


In this paragraph, your focus is to drawing comparisons and highlight differences between your modern day selection and the tragic hero Oedipus.  You are required to complete at least three analysis examples.








Comparison/Difference:























Comparison/Difference:


























Comparison/Difference:





























